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THE 
TRUE GREATNESS 
AND 


REAL EXCELLENCY, &c. 


MATTHEW xx. 26, 27, 28. 


WHOSOEVER WILL BE GREAT AMONG YOU, 

LET HIM BE YOUR MINISTER; AND 

 WHOSOEVER WILL BE CHIEF AMONG 
YOU, LET HIM BE YOUR SERVANT : 


EVEN AS THE SON OF MAN CAME NOT TO 
BE MINISTERED UNTO, BUT TO MINI- 

 STER; AND TO GIVE HIS LIFE A RAN- 
SOM FOR MANY. | 


AMONG the vaſt multitude of evidences, 
which have been adduced, and urged with 
the utmoſt propriety and force, in con- 


firmation of the divinity of the Chriſtian 


Faith, is that, of the ingenuous ſimplicity, 
the undiſguiſed honeſty, of the inſpired pen- 
men. For it certainly does not belong to 


artifice and impoſture, intentionally to expoſe 
B itſelf, 
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610) 
itſelf or to give any advantage againſt itſelf, 
to thoſe who are eager to embrace it.— 


Whereas, we find the Evangeliſts and Apoſ- 


tles, recording their own failings and infir- 


mities, without any reſerve. whatever. An 


inſtance of which preſents itſelf in the very 


Chapter, from whence I have recited the 
words of the text, and from which, indeed, 


oy ION aroſe. 


Our bleſſed Auer, it ſeems, had FOR 


fit to apprize his diſciples of a moſt afflict- 
ing circumſtance, and to prepare their minds 
for a very ſorrowful event, which was now 


drawing near. For, in his way to Jeruſalem, 
he took the Twelve apart, and ſaid unto them, 
« Behold, we go up to Jeruſalem, and the 


« Son of Man ſhall be betrayed unto the 
chief prieſts, and unto the ſcribes, and 
« they ſhall condemn him to death, and 
* ſhall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, 
and to ſcourge, and to crucify him, and 
« the third day he ſhall riſe again. Then 
„came to him the mother of Zebedee's chil- 
de dren, with her ſons, worſhipping him, and 


« deſiring a certain thing of him. And he 


66 {aid 5 
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© ſaid unto her, What wilt thou?” she 
faith unto him, © Grant that theſe my 
+ two ſons may fit, the one on thy right 
« hand, and the other on the left, in thy 
« kingdom.” But Jeſus anſwered and ſaid, 


« Ye know not what ye aſk. Are yeable to 
% drink of the cup that I ſhall drink of, and 
3 0 to be baptized with the baptiſm that I am 


« baptized with ?” They ſay unto him, 
« We are able.” And he ſaith unto them, 
« Ye ſhall drink, indeed, of my cup, and be 
« baptized with the baptiſm that I am bap- 
& tized with; but to fit on my right hand, 
* and on my left, is not mine to give, but 
eit ſhall be given to them for whom it is pre- 
* pared of my father.” And when the Ten 
heard it, they were moved with indignation 
« againſt the two brethren. But Jeſus called 
„% them unto him, and ſaid, Ye know that 
« the princes of the Gentiles exerciſe domi- 
* nion over them, and they that are great, ex- 
t erciſe authority upon them, But it ſhall 
* not be ſo among you: but whoſoever will 
te be great among you, let him be your 
ce Miniſter. And whoſoever will be chief 
among you, let him be your Servant. Even 
| « as 
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( 12 ) 
% as the Son of Man came not to be mini- 


« ſtered unto, but to miniſter, and to give 
« his life a ranſom for many.” 


In ſpeaking upon this paſſage, it is very 


far from being my principal deſign to exalt 
the character of a perſon, whoſe loſs to the 
church of God, in general, and to two pa- 


riſhes in particular, has occaſioned my ap- 


pearance in this place ; but, to ſhew you, what 
ideas the Great Shepherd of the ſheep has 


taught us to entertain of the Miniſterial Of- 
fice, and, wherein a conſiderable part, at 
leaſt, of the true greatneſs, and real excel- 
lency of that office, conſiſts, 


To his ws it ould be conſidered, in the 
firſt place, what particular kind of Miniſter, 


or Servant, is intended here, as it reſpects 
the church of Chriſt 1 in all * 


F or, in the general ſcale of human hiſtory, 


it is very well known, that there are Miniſ. 


ters of various ſorts, and appointed, in ſome 


views, for very different purpoſes, Thus, 


ſome are denominated Miniſters of State, 


a on appointed 
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(6 18 ); 


appointed to the more eſpecial ſervice of fe- 
gulating, directing, and improving to every 
N poſſible advantage, all the public concerns of 
Ts civil ſociety, or the body politic at large. 


| Others again are Miniſters, or Servants of 
f the community, in a ſomewhat narrower 
ſphere of action, as it regards the Magiſtracy 
| of a nation; and, to theſe, the ſupreme Law 
| refers, when it ſays, © Let every ſoul be 
« ſubje& unto the higher powers; for there 
is no power but of God: the powers that 
*« be, are ordained of God. Whoſoever, 
„therefore, reſiſteth the power, reſiſteth the 
* ordinance of God: and they that reſiſt, 
« ſhall receive to themſelves damnation. 
« For, rulers are not a terror to good works, 
* but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be 
« afraid of the power? Do that which is 
good, and thou ſhalt have praiſe of the 
« ſame: for he is the Miniſter of God to 
„% thee for good. But if thou do that which 
44 is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the 
“ {word in vain: for he is the Miniſter of 
« God, a. revenger to . execute wrath upon 
« him that doth evil. Wherefore ye muſt. 
E | 6 needs 
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* needs be ſubject, not only for wrath, but 
« alſo for conſcience ſake. For, for this cauſe 
* pay you tribute alſo: for they are God's 
« Miniſters, attending continually upon this 
« yery thing. Render, therefore, to all their 
« dues: tribute to whom tribute is due, cuſ- 
tom to whom cuſtom, fear to whom fear, | 
« honour to whom honour.” 


But, beſide theſe, there is another deſcrip- 
tion of Miniſters and Servants to the public; 
of much greater conſequence, I think, I may 
venture to affirm, both to the real good of 
the ſtate, and to the higheſt felicity of men, 
than either of them ; the Miniſters, I mean, 
of the Chriſtian Religion; not ſo much thoſe 
who bear the honourable diſtinction, as thoſe, | 
who deſerve it: ſuch as the great Apoſtle of 
the Gentiles has called, A good Miniſter of 

* Jeſus Chriſt,” and ſuch as are ſaid to be 
the ſervants of the moſt high God, ſent forth 
by him, to ſhew unto us the way of Salva- 
tion. Let it be enquired, therefore, who 
are thoſe good Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt ?' 
and what it is, that conſtitutes theſe ſervants ' 
of God, in the preſent uſe of that term? 


> _ 


( 15 ) 
It appears to me, and I ſubmit it freely to 
your candid and impartial conſideration- 
that none are to be accounted good Miniſters 
of Jeſus Chriſt, or the Servants of God, in the 
ſenſe here intended, but thoſe, who are called 
of God---who are properly qualified---who 
are ſet apart, or ordained, for that purpoſe--- 
and who are devoted, from principle, and at 
heart, to the ſervice of the church of God, 

which he hath purchaſed with his own blood. 


They muſt be called of God; by his Pro- 
vidence, and his Grace: otherwiſe they have 
no divine authority for taking upon them 
this office. And, they only, as I conceive, 
are ſo called, whoſe primary objects, in all 
their miniſterial labours, are, the glory of 
God; the honour of the Redeemer; the 
ſucceſs of divine truth; and the ſalvation 
of immortal ſouls; ſo that every earthly 
conſideration, perſonal, ſocial, and relative, 
is ſecondary and ſubordinate to theſe. 


They muſt be properly qualified, by a ſuit- 
able degree of learning, talents, and gifts: 
but, above all, by a ſuperior knowledge of 
thoſe 
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thoſe ſacred oracles, which are able to make 
us wiſe unto ſalvation, through faith, that is 


in Chriſt jeſus: without which, how can 


they be ſuppoſed to inſtruct the ignorant--to 
correct the erroneous---or to aſſiſt and ſup- 
port the weak, by a judicious and ready ap- 
plication of thoſe ſcriptures, ©* which are 
“profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
erection, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs, 
that the man of God''--not the man of 


reaſon and philoſophy- may be perfect, 


* thoroughly furniſhed unto every good 
„ work.” ue, 


They muſt be ordained to this arduous and 
important ſervice. Not ſelf-ordained: a 


practice, which, in my humble opinion, can 


be juſtified by no principle of piety, or mo- 


deſty ; but ordained by lawful authority ; the 
neglect and contempt of which, has ſome- 
thing in it ſo indecent and ſo ſhocking, that 
it were better to diſmiſs ſo painful a ſubject, 
and go on to remark, of theſe good Miniſters 


and Servants of the churh, that, excepting 


only ſome peculiar cafes, they muſt be 


devoted entirely, excluſively, to this mo- 


mentous 


4 (- ; 17 9 f 


mentous Küps the moſt intereſting 
and uſeful branch of which, I apprehend, is, 
the faithful, diligent, and zealous preaching of 
the pure word of God; the glorious Goſpel; 
or, as it is ſo wg Sen e 
R 3 


To this effect, ee the: FR, Paul is 

85 giving his dying charge to his fon Timothy 
in the faith, he ſays to him, moſt. ſolemnly, 

< ] charge hee, therefore, before God, and 

*« the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the 

4 quick and the dead at his appearing, and 

© his kingdom--Preach the word, be inſtant 

«in ſeaſon; out of ſeaſon; reprove, rebuke, 

« exhort with all long-ſuffering, and doc- 

„ trine. For the time will come, when 

"7 they will not endure ſound doctrine; but 

« after their own luſts ſhall they heap to 

« themſelves teachers, having itching ears. 

And they ſhall turn away their ears from 
« the Truth, and ſhall be turned unto fables 
8 But watch thou in all things, endure affſſcs e 
« tions, do the work of an Evangeliſt, make 
« full proof of thy miniſtry.” But, how can 
525 man be ſaid to make full proof of his 
a C miniſtry, 
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( 18 ) 


miniſtry; who is preaching any thing, and 


every thing, beſide the pure word of God? ? 
Hoy can any man be ſaid to do the work of 
an Evangeliſt, who is not preaching the Goſ- 
pel? that very goſpel, in all its divine ſim- 
plicity, of which we have ſo admirable a 
ſummary, and the eſſence of which is given 
us by an infallible pen, when it is ſaid, And 


* all things are of God, who hath reconciled 


us to himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, and hath 
<.piven-to us the miniſtry of reconciliation z 7 
to wit, that God was in Chriſt, reconciling 


<« the world unto himſelf, not imputing their 
ee tre ſpaſſes unto them; and hath committed 
e unto us the word of reconciliation. Now 


46 then, we are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as 


though God did beſeech you by us: we 


pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled. 
4 to God. For he hath made him Zo be fin 
for us who knew no ſin, that we might be 


1 ne the righteouſych, of Sac in bim. 


1 itz ©-poſlible then, privy we ſhould 5 
preachers of the goſpel, of this word of re- 


conciliation, without preaching Chriſt, as the 


gteat inſtrumental medium thereof? We 
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may talk about human wiſdoin;' and human 
learning; but as it is written, „ will deſtroy 


«the wiſdom of the wiſe, and will bring/to 
cc nothing the underſtanding of the prudent. 
% Where 7 1c the wiſe? where 7s the ſcribe ? 


« where is the diſputer of this world? hath 


e not God made fooliſh the wiſdom of this 
« world? For after that, in the wiſdom of 


« God, the world by wiſdom knew not God; 
— pleaſed God, by the fooliſhneſs of preach- 
ing, to fave them that believe. For the 
<« Jews require a ſign, and the Greeks ſeek 
« after wiſdom. But we preach Chriſt cru- 
* cifted, unto the Jews a ſtumbling-block, 
« and unto the Greeks fooliſhneſs ; but unto 


them which are called, both Jews and 


« Greeks, Chriſt, the one 6 of God, _ _ 
cc * wiſdom of Goa" 2 


5 Therefore; bein g we have this miniſtry, 
« as we have received: mercy, we faint not : 


0 but have renounced the hidden things of 


&« diſhoneſty, not walking in craftineſs, nor 


20 handling the word of God deceitfully, but 


« by manifeſtation of the truth, commending 


* ourſelves to every man's conſcience in the 
Ty a a 
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( © ) 
« ſight of God. But if out Goſpel. be hid, 


« jt is hid to them that are loſt; in whom 


« the God of this world hath blinded the 
ec minds of them which believe not, leſt the 


light of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt, who 
eis the image of God, ſhould ſhine unto 


them. For we preach not ourſelves, but 


* Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and ourſelves your 
6 ſervants for Jeſus ſake. For God, who 
* commanded the light to ſhine out of dark- 


« neſs, hath ſhined in our hearts, to give the 
« light of the knowledge of the glory of 
«© God, in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, But we 
„have this treaſure in earthen veſlels, that 


= 


and Servant, intended in the paſſage we are 
elucidatin g. as it reſpects the church of 
Chriſt in every age. And ſuch was the 
Miniſter---ſach the Preacher ſuch the di- 


ſovereignty of his righteous will, to deprive 


loſs 


the excellency of the power may be a 
9 God, and not of us. 


Of this ſort, 1 preſume, was 1 Maniftes 


ligent, faithful, and zealous Servant. of the 
Lord, of whom it ;hath pleaſed him, in the 
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loſs. we now deplore and improve, as a 
burning and a ſhining light, in the midſt 


of a (crooked and perverſe generation; 


and which, it will be your wiſdom, piety, 
and happineſs, to intreat him in tender mercy 


to repair, in the perſon, who ſhall be ap- 


pointed to ſucceed him. For, be aſſured of 
it, that ſuch a Miniſter is the greateſt bleſſing, 
the beneficent hand of Heaven can beſtow on 


this, or on N other pariſh. 


We hs in an age, which. not at all to the 
honour of reaſon, though it has been digni- 
fied with that title, is, paſt diſpute, an age 
of uncommon infidelity and licentiouſneſs; 
and therefore, we ought to remind you, with 


_ peculiar emphaſis and energy, that the moſt 
conſummate benefit, conferred by the Re- 


deemer upon his reſurrection, was, the Chriſ- 


tian Miniſtry. For, «© When he aſcended up 


on high, he led captivity captive, and gave 
o* « gifts unto men. And he gave ſome apoſ- 
« tles, and ſome prophets, and ſome evan- 
« oeliſts, and ſome paſtors and teachers; for 
the perfecting of the ſaints, for the work of 
« the miniſtry, for the edifying of the body 


of 
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of Chriſt: till we all come in tlie unity of 
« the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son 


« of God, unto a perfect man, unto the mea- 
« fure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt: 
«& that we henceforth be no more children 


* toffed to and fro, and carried about with 


& every wind of doctrine, by the flight of 


*© men, and cunning craftineſs, whereby they 


« lie in wait to deceive. But ſpeaking the 


truth in love, may grow up into him in all 


e things which is the head, even Chriſt.” | 


-] It 1s time, however, to proceed to another 


point of conſideration involved in theſe 


words ; in which I ſhall attempt to delineate 
two or three of the principal features of real 


Excellency and true Greatneſs in a Miniſter 


and Servant of the church of Chriſt. 


* 


And here, I Babe an obſervation to make, 
in which, perhaps, we ſhall be perfectly una- 
nimous; that, as nothing is more offenſive 
and diſguſting i in ſocial Ws; than the conduct 
of a perſon, all whoſe deſigns and deſires, 
whoſe aims and purſuits, are evidently go- 


verned * an uniform principle of ſelfiſhneſs; 
ſo, 
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( 23 ) 
ſo, of all the characters beneath the canopy 


of heaven, one of the moſt pitiable, un- 
chriſtian, and inexcuſable, is the character 


of a Miniſter---a'profefſed. Servant of the 
church of Chriſt, whoſe thoughts and ſtudies, 
time and talents, are dedicated to ſecular ad- 
vantages, and temporal emoluments. In this, 
there cannot be ſo much as the counterfeit 
of excellence, nor the ſhadow of real great- 


_ neſs. It is a ſpecies of conduct, which can 


never be concealed ; and which, when once 
diſcovered, proclaims its own diſgrace. It. 


muſt be deſpiſed. Such a man is, perhaps, a 


far greater blemiſh in the moral world, than 
the moſt deformed creature in the natural. 


The doctrine of the divine Founder of our 
religion, enforced in terms ſo very expreſ- 
ſive, in the paſſage under our preſent diſ- 
cuſſion, is totally ſubverſive of this ſelfiſh ſpi- 
rit, this odious principle ; and, when properly 
regarded, is calculated to eſtabliſh on its 
ruins, every thing that is amiable, benevo- 
lent, and honourable, in the temper and 


practice of a Chriſtian . Miniſter---of one, 


who is, indeed, the ſervant of the Lord; and 


who 
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( 2+ ) 
who feels himſelf under the conſtraining 
obligation, to confult, not his 'own intereſt 
and glory, but thoſe of his Maſter.” How 


entirely is every thing that is mercenary, 
ambitious, inſolent, and vain, eradicated, as 
it were, by this maxim of the Redeemer-- 


cc Whoſoe ver will be great among you, 


let him be your Miniſter; and whoſoever 
* will be chief among you, let him be your 


® Servant---the ſervant of all, ſays Saint 


| 28 5 


What then is the particular mode, in 
which the Chriſtian Miniſter will be enabled 
to demonſtrate, that he i is actually, and habi- 
tually influenced by this gracious principle? 


that he really means to be, what this hea- 


venly preacher has enjoined? Will it appear, 


by an impious neglect of the doctrines of 


faith, inculcated 1 in the ſacred ſcriptures---as 
if they were merely notional, ſpeculative, 


and, becauſe myſterious, therefore imma- 
terial, and unintereſting? Or, by A diſregard, 
almoſt as impious, of the very language, in 
which thoſe ſcriptures have been given us 
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by the inſpiration of God himſelf? Will it 
appear, by a too faſhionable affectation of 
reaſon, philoſophy, learning, ingenuity, no- 
velty, and elegance? or, by an imperious 
and inhuman contempt of the poor, and illi- 
terate? or, by a mean and deſpicable ſervi- 
lity to thoſe, who can raiſe him to eccleſi- 
aſtical preferments? Moſt unqueſtionably, 
not, 


On the contrary, it will appear, by a pious 
and conſiderate accommodation of his powers 
to every claſs and capacity of men, for their 
good to edification; and, more eſpecially, to 
that of the ignorant and uneducated; knowing 
that they labour under diſadvantages, which 
ought to excite a peculiar degree of atien- 
tion, and pity. * The blind receive their 
« ſight, ſaid the compaſſionate Redeemer--- 
* the lame walk---the lepers are cleanſed- 
the deaf hear---the dead are raiſed up- 
% and, the poor have the goſpel preached unta 
« them.” But, to what purpoſe, had it been 
preached in a manner, which they could 
neither underſtand, nor comprehend? 
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It will appear too, by a oroveitida ſpirit of 


evaligeticat humility---modeſt, and unafpir- 


ing; ſo beautifully exemplified, in a man of 


like paſſions with ourſelves; and yet, among 
the moſt illuſtrious patterns exhibited to us 
in the inſpired volume. For, in what an 


amiable point of light do we contemplate the 


character of Saint Paul, when, ſpeaking of 


himſelf, as a witneſs of the reſurrection of 
Chriſt, he ſays, Laſt of all he was ſeen of 
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me alſo, as of one born out of due time. 


For 1 am the leaſt of the apoſtles, that am 


not meet to be called an apoſtle, becauſe 
I perſecuted the church of God. But, by 
the grace of God I am what I am: and 


his grace which was beſtowed upon me, 


was not in vain; but I laboured more 


abundantly than they all; yet not I, but 


the grace of God which was with me. 
Who then is Paul, and who 7s A pollos, 
but miniſters by whom ye believed, even 
as the Lord gave to every man? I have 


planted; Apollos watered: but God gave 


the increaſe. So then, neither is he that 
planteth any thing, neither he that water- 
eth; but God that giveth the inereaſe. 

« Unto 


En 


© Unto me, who am leſs than the leaſt of all 
« ſaints, is this grace given, that I ſhould 
« preach among the Gentiles the unſearch- 
& able riches of Chriſt. And I thank Chriſt 
« Jeſus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for 
« that he counted me faithful, putting me 
« into the miniſtry; who was before a blaſ- 
«© phemer, and a perſecutor, and injurious, 
« But I obtained mercy, becauſe 1 did it ig- 
% norantly, in unbelief: and the grace of 
© our Lord was exceeding abundant, with 
« faith, and love which is in Chriſt Jeſus. 
This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all 
cc acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into 
« the world to fave ſinners; of whom I am 
„ chief. Howbeit, for this cauſe I obtained 
+ mercy, that in me firſt Jeſus Chriſt might 
« ſhew forth all long-ſuffering, for a pat- 
« tern to them which ſhould hereafter be- 
_ « lieve on him to life everlaſting.” 


* 


fr 


With ſuch a diſpoſition of heart, we can 
have no doubt of his integrity, and truth, 
when he affirms, © Though I be free from 
all, yet have I made myſelf ſervant to all, 
„that I might gain the more. And, unto 

D 2 « the 
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„„the Jews I became as a Jew, that T might 


gain the Jew; to them that are under the 
law, as under the law, that I might gain 


« them that are under the law. To the 
weak became I as weak, that I might gain 
« the weak. I am made all things to all 


* men, that I might by all means gain ſome.” 
And this he did, not for any ſecular profit, 
or. popular fame--not from mere politeneſs, 


complaiſance, or good-humour, much leſs at 
the fatal expence of ſacrificing the truth of 


God, but, as he aſſures us,“ for the Goſpel 8 


ae 


All this, in a Chriſtian Miniſter, is rrue 
Greatneſs---is real Excellency ; if not in the 


judgment of human beings, undoubtedly in 
the eftimation of one, who ſeeth not as man 


ſeeth, but whoſe judgment is always accord- 
ing to truth. 12 8 


I do not mean to ſay of your late Mi- 
niſter, what might very juſtly be deemed ex- 


travagant, that he was quite a Paul in this 
reſpect; but, I could produce numerous wit- 


ſire, 


eller to teſtiſy, nt it was his heart's de- 
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fire, and prayer to God, to imitate him in 
theſe particulars. Inſtead of valuing himſelf 
upon the nobility of his birth the ſuperi- 
ority of his rank---the advantages of his 
education---his intellectual endowments--- 
or his miniſterial gifts and talents, which 
were confeſſedly great---he-moſt cordially re- 
nounced every thing of this ſort, and, com- 


paratively ſpeaking, counted all this but dung 


and droſs, for the excellency of the know- 


ledge of Chriſt Jeſus the Lord: whom there- 
fore he preached, to the capacity of the 


meaneſt, and loweſt, of his flock; and not 


without abundant ſucceſs. Nor did he only 
_ preach, for he lived, the truth as it is in Jeſus, 


But, that I may not ſeem to be dealing out 
panegyric with a laviſh and incautious' hand, 
I ſhall content myſelf with appeali g to thoſe, 
who were the ſtricteſt obſervers of all his 
movements, whether his conſtant habits were 
not thoſe of virtue, temperance, patience, 


godlineſs, brotherly-kindneſs, and charity: 
not indeed in order to his being ſaved, but. 


as evidential of his being already in a ſtate of 

grace and ſalvation. For, no man living, in 

theſe days, of truth neglected, perverted, 
concealed, 
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concealed, diſguiſed, accommodated, and, I 


know not what beſide--was a more ſtrenuous; 


able, or honourable advocate for that funda- 


mental poſition of Chriſtianity, «© By GRACE 
«© ARE YE SAVED; THROUGH FAITH: AND 
„THAT, NOT OF YOURSELVES; IT IS THE 
«© GIFT oF Gop. Nor OF WORKS, LEST 
« ANY MAN SHOULD BOAST.” 


I muſt haſten, however, to the laſt point 
of improvement, which will be, to propoſe 
to your moſt ſerious conſideration, faith, and 
love, the moſt ſublime and exalted character, 


that ever officiated in the human form, as a 
Miniſter and Servant of the church of God. 


« Even as the Son of Man came, not to be 


* miniſtered unto, but to miniſter ; and to 
te give his life a ranſom for many.“ 


The very ſhort time allotted us for theſe 


public exerciſes, will not admit of my doing 


any thing more than to throw out a few hints, 


on a ſubject, upon which it is hardly poſſible 
for us to dwell too much, or too often. I 


begin then with aſking, who is this Son or 


Max? I will not ſuffer myſelf to think, 
5 5 that 
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that any of you, with the Bible in your hands, 
can be ſo ignorant, or ſo miſtaken, as to ſup- 
poſe, that he was only the Son of Man; 
when it is ſo expreſily ſaid of him, in that 
very book, The people that walked in 
% darkneſs, have ſeen a great light: they 


g that dwell in the land of the ſhadow of 


&« death, upon them hath the light ſhined. 
„ For unto us a child is born, unto us a ſon 
« is given, and the government ſhall be 
« upon his ſhoulder: and his name ſhall be 
te called Wonderful, Counſellor, the Mighty 

God, the Everlafting Father, the Prince of 
Peace. For, in the beginning was the 
( word, and the word was with God, and 
„ the word was God. The fame was in the 
40 beginning with God. And the word was 
* made fleſh, and dwelt among us, (and we 
e beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
* begotten of the Father) full of grace and 
„ truth. For by him were all things created 
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 
*« viſible and inviſible, whether hey be 
« thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 
„powers: all things were created by him 
65 and for him. And he is before all things, 


and 
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% and by him all things conſiſt. And with- 
*« out controverſy, great is the myſtery of 
« godlineſs: God was manifeſt in the fleſh, 


« juſtified in the ſpirit, ſeen of angels, 


« preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in 
the world, received up into glory.“ 


When, therefore, it is ſaid that the Son of 


Man came- from whence did he come? Moſt 
indiſputably, as to his original and eſſential 
nature, and as is ſo fully atteſted in the evan- 
gelical records, from heaven! And no man 
% hath aſcended up to heaven, but he that 
* came down from heaven, even the Son of 
% Man, which is in heaven. He that cometh 
4c from above, is above all.” 3 


But, for what particular purpoſe did ſuch an 


aſtoniſhing event take place in our world? and, 


why did the eternal God condeſcend to appear 
in our nature? The Son of Man came not to 


be miniſtered unt9---not to receive that re- 


ſpect and adoration from men, which either 
his dignity and glory, or his deſign and con- 
deſcenſion delerved; nor to ſet up that 
carthly Kingdom, that univerſal empire, 


which | 
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which the Jews had ſo vainly imagined, For 
it had long been predicted of him, He is 
* deſpiſed and rejected of men; a man of 
“ ſorrows and acquainted with grief.” The 
Son of Man came 70 miniſter, to be a ſervant 
to be the ſervant of ſeryants---the ſervant 
of all; of the meaneſt and the loweſt, in 
every ſenſe! I might enlarge very much on 

this particular; but I forbear, for Ye know | 
Le the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; that 

though he was rich, for your ſakes he be- 
* came poor, that ye, through his poverty 
” might be rich.” The Son of Man came 


fo give hrs [i life 771 


He aſſumed, that is to ſay, the human na- 
ture he united it to the divine, that he 
might be capable of ſuffering, of bleeding, 
of dying. For, as God over all, bleſſed for 
ever, he was, by a glorious neceſſity, impaſ- 
five. He appeared therefore, in the hke- 
« neſs of ſinful fleſh; made himſelf of no re- 
« putation; took upon him the form of a 
« ſervant; humbled himſelf, and became 
e obedient unto death, even the death of the Y 
« croſs.” And by his giving his life, muſt. 
be intended, all his peculiar, inexpreſſible, 

E | unima-· 
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unimaginable ſufferings, from his cradle to 
his crucifixion on the accurſed tree. 


Still, it will be very natural to enquire, 
what great end was to be anſwered by all 
this; and, what did the Son of Man propole, 
by ſubmitting to this extreme of humiliation 
and ſorrow? His moſt benevolent and god- 
like deſign, in this amazing tranſaction, it 
ſeems, was, to give his life a RANS0M--4 ran- 
ſom FoR MANY. To redeem them (in few 
words, for I muſt not ſtay to expatiate as I 
might otherwiſe with to do) from the guilt 
of their ſins; from the curſe of a violated 


law ; from the wrath of God; from the 5 


bondage of their moral depravity and innate 
corruption; from the ſting of death; and, 
finally, from all the power of every ſpiritual 
enemy that can poſſibly interrupt, or endan- 
ger, their everlafting peace and glory, In 
proof of all which, as this moſt diſtinguiſh- 


ing article of the Chriſtian faith is ſo little 


underſtood, and ſo much oppoſed, let me 
very earneſtly ſolicit your attention to the 
following teſtimonies of the word of God and 
truth, in its defence and confirmation: 
e There i is one God, and one Mediator be- 


tween 


Lo 
« tween God and men---the man Chriſt Je- 
„ ſus---who gave himſelf a ranſom. For 
« when the fullneſs of the time was came, 
« God ſent forth his Son, made of a woman, 


c made under the law, to redeem them that 
« were under the law, that they might receive 


* the adoption of ſons. Now we know that 


e what things ſoever the law faith, it faith 
e to them who are under the law: that every 
© mouth may be ſtopped, and all the world 
„ may become guilty before God. For all 
« have ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory 
*« of God; being juſtified freely by his grace, 


« through the redemption that is in Jeſus 


« Chriſt: whom God hath ſet forth 70 be a 
_ « propitiation, through faith in his blood, to 
« declare his righteouſneſs, for the remiſſion 

of fins that are paſt, through the forbear- 
 * ance of God; to declare, I ſay, at this 


* time, his righteouſneſs, that he might be 


« juſt, and the juſtifier of him which be- 
« lieveth in Jeſus. In whom we have re- 


“ demption through his blood, the forgive- 


* neſs of fins, according to the riches of his 
* grace. Chriſt being come, an High- 
« Prieſt of good things to come, by a greater 
and more perfect tabernacle, not made 
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er with Baabe that is to ſay, not of this 
« building; neither by the blood of goats 
Land calves, but by his own blood, he en- 
« tered in once into the holy place, having 
obtained eternal redemption for ws. For 
<< if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the 
* aſhes of an heifer ſprinkling the unclean, 
„ ſanCtifieth to the purifying of the fleſh--- 
how much more ſhall the blood of Chriſt, 
„who, through the eternal ſpirit, offered 
“ himſelf without ſpot to God, purge your 

© conſcience from dead works, to ſerve the 
living God? And for this cauſe he is the 
Mediator of the New Teſtament, that by 
means of death, for the redemption of the 
0 trangreſſions that were under the firſt teſ- 


« tament, they which are called might re- 


„ ceive the promiſe of eternal inheritance.” 


After all, and to bring this matter more 
immediately home to ourſelves, to our own 


boſoms, and buſineſs---for, you muſt perceive 


it to be of infinite importance, of eternal 
concern--who are THE MANY, that are per- 
ſonally intereſted in all the, benefits and bleſſ- 
ings of this compaſſionate undertaking of our 
redeeming God and Saviour? They are the 

| many, 


(0-1 
many, who penitentially confeſs their ſins--- 
acknowledge their guilt---lament their mi- 
ſery---fly to him for refuge truſt in his 
atoning blood --- depend upon his perfect 
righteouſneſs - implore his all-ſufficient 
grace---plead the ranſom of his life---and 
apply to him alone, continually, in all his 
inſtituted ways and ordinances, for every 


purpoſe, both of preſent and everlaſting ſal- 
vation. 


Such was the doctrine, which, I am per- 
ſuaded, was impreſſed on your minds, with 
far greater ability and excellency than I can 
pretend to, by your late eminent Miniſter, 
and moſt faithful Servant, for many years; 
and which, I hope, will be continued to the 
lateſt period. Permit me, therefore, in his 
name, as ſpeaking to you, by my voice, from 
the manſions of the grave---or, rather let me 
ſay, from the beatific realms of peace and joy; 
permit me too, in the much more exalted 
name of his bleſſed Maſter, and his Lord, to 
call upon every one of you, at this ſolemn 
and affecting moment, to remember, that 
you are all, by nature, under the guilt of fin--- 
under the wrath of God---under the bond- 


Age 
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age of corruption---under the captivity of 
Satan---and expoſed to the bitter pains of 
eternal death: neither is there any ranſom, 


any remedy for you, but in the ſpotleſs 
 facrifice, the vicarious ſufferings, the obedi- 
ence unto death, and the ever-living inter- 


ceſſion of the Son of Man; the Saviour, and 
the friend of ſinners. Unto him, therefore, 


recommend you all, by reminding you 
once more, of what hath been ſo often told 


you---and O that, amidit the unuſual com- 
motions of the earth, it may ſoon be pro- 


claimed from the riſing to the ſetting ſun! 
that, God ſo loved the world, that he gave 


* his only begotten Son; that whoſoever be- 


„ lieveth in him, ſhould not periſh, but have 


*eyerlaſting life. God ſent not his Son into 
& the world, to condemn the world; but that 
* the world through him might be faved. 
The Father loveth the Son, and hath given 
* all things into his hand. He that believeth 
on the Son, hath everlaſting life: and he 
4e that believeth not the Son, ſhall not ſee life: 


I but the wrath of God abideth on him.“ 


As Funeral Diſcourſes are not intended, 


according to my conception of them, ſo 


much 


G 


much in honour of the dead, as for the 
benefit of the living, I ſhall beg leave to 
ſubjoin a few inferences, by way of ore. 
Particular uſe and application. 


Let us learn, then, from the affecting cir- 
cumſtance, to which our attention has been 
invited, the great leſſon of practical ſubmiſ- 
ſion to the Myſteries of Divine Providence. 
For, that there are myſteries in Providence, 
as well as in nature, revelation, and grace, 
is what no conſiderate, reflecting mind can 
poſſibly diſpute. The hiſtory of the world--- 

(more eſpecially at the preſent period)---the 
hiſtory of the church---and, indeed, the hiſ- 
_ tory of almoſt every individual, may ſerve to 
| convince us, that the Providence of God is 
a great deep; unfathomable by the ſhort line 
of human ſagacity and penetration. When 
we ſee a very eminent Miniſter, a diſtin- 
guiſhed ſervant of God---one, who might be 
called a blefling to all around him, ſnatched, 
as it were, by the hand of Heaven in the 

prime of life, in the vigour of his days, from 
an extenſive ſphere of uſefulneſs, we dare 
not queſtion the propriety and wiſdom of 
Him, who docth as he will in the armies of 


Heaven 
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Heaven ey among the children of men, but 
we-are compelled to acknowledge, that God 
moves in a myſterious way; though it is in- 
cumbent upon us, on every ſuch event, to 
ſay, Even ſo, Father, for ſo it ſeemed 
& good in thy ſight.” But, whatever may 
be the unſearchableneſs of the conduct of 
God in this particular diſpenſation, let thoſe, 
who have been accuſtomed to fit under the 
public miniſtrations of ſuch a character, be 
infinitely careful, that they do not riſe up in 
judgment againſt them at the laſt day. 


Let us learn too, from the paſſage which 
has been ſelected for the improvement of 
this hour, that they can never be the faithful 
Miniſters of the Son of God, who neglect to 
preach the Ranſom of his life; and to preach 
it too, as the very ſoul and eſſence of the 
Chriſtian religion; the great leading truth of 
Divine revelation. And, I am the more 
earneſt in preſſing this point, at a time, in 
which Chriſtianity itſelf is become more than 
ever the ſubject of open ridicule, and avowed 
contempt. Beware therefore, I entreat you, 
of thole © Falle teachers, who privily ſhall 
« bring in damnable hereſies - even de- 
E ring 


EN 


— nying the Lord that bought them, and 
« ſhall bring upon themſelves ſwift deſtruc- 
« tion. And many ſhall follow their perni- 
« cious ways, by reaſon of whom the way 
* of truth ſhall be evil ſpoken of. 


A 


La) 


J hope I ſhall not render myſelf liable to 
any merited cenſure, for acknowledging 
in this public manner, that, in my humble 
opinion, very much of the ſpeculative and 
practical infidelity of the times may be aſcribed 
to the apoſtacy of thoſe, from the genuine 
Doctrines of our moſt holy faith, who ought 
to adminiſter them in all the purity and fim-_. 
plicity of inſpired writ. Nor will I heſitate 
to add, from the little obſervation I have been 
able to make, that more than one half of 
thoſe, who have ſeparated from the national 
Eſtabliſhment, would have remained its firm 


* adherents, were the diſcriminating articles of 


our religion clearly illuſtrated, and zealouſly 
maintained within its walls, 


| Laſtly, let ſuch of us, as profeſs to bi the 
Miniſterial Servants of Chriſt, and his church, 


in a public capacity, attend to the following 
ſketch of that ſacred character; which, that 


F I may 
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I may not be thought to aſſume any thing of 
dictatorial arrogance and ſelf-conceit, I have 
tranſcribed from a foreign writer of the laſt 
century: The power of the Church is very 
different from that of temporal princes, being 
entirely founded on humility, dedicated to 


charity, and eſtabliſhed on the death and hu- 


miliation of Chriſt; and being deſigned only 


to promote the knowledge and love of hu- 


mility, and to oppoſe the pride and pomp of 
the world. Several duties of Paſtors are here 
laid down. The firſt is, not to look on them- 


ſelves as abſolute maſters and lords over the 


flock of Chriſt. The ſecond, not to do any 


thing out of a ſpirit of imperiouſneſs ; and to 


require only a reaſonable obedience. The 


third, to reform and amend the weak, 
after Chriſt's example, more by inſtruction 
than reproof; not driving them away by 
harſh and ſevere treatment, but attracting 


them by mildneſs and gentle uſage. In the 
kingdom of charity, thoſe who have autho- 
rity muſt diſtinguiſh themſelves by charity, 


and not by a haughty and imperious conduct. 


The fourth duty of a Paſtor is, to have 


nothing of the air and deportment of ſecular 


princes. 


1 


princes. The fifth, to look upon his office 
as no other than a ſervice, or Mzmi/try, in 


which his true greatneſs does conſiſt. Worldly 
_ greatneſs inclines men ſtill to raiſe themſelves 


above others, and to make them even inſtru- 


mental to their own advancement; this is 
directly contrary to the evangelical and apoſ- 


tolical greatneſs, which makes men always 


intent on rendering themſelves uſeful to 
others, by a prudent and wiſe humility. 


It is the ſixth duty of a Paſtor, to attend f 
continually on his flock, as a Servant; and to 


dedicate to it all his pains, his time, and his 
talents. Happy, indeed, were the church, 
if none entered into its offices and prefer- 
ments, but by the gate of humility ! But all 
the holy ambition of this virtue, conſiſts in 
ſeeking only the loweſt rank and place of a 
Servant. 


The ſeventh duty of a good Paſtor is, to 
look on Chriſt as his Pattern; to ſtudy his 
conduct and his ſpirit, and to imitate his po- 
verty, humility, application and zeal, in mi- 


niſtering to ſouls. To be always ready to give 


one's life a ranſom for the leaſt and meaneſt 


of 


— — — — . 
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of the ſheep, and to ſpend and be ſpent for 
them; in this conſiſts the noble and holy 
ſervice, of which Jeſus Chriſt has ſet us an 
example. Can a man poſſibly act more con- 
trary to this, than by eagerly ſeeking eccle- 


ſiaſtical dignities, that he may be better at- 
tended, or miniſtered unto, that he may be 


freed from dependance and ſubjection, and 
that he may live more at his eaſe, in plenty, 


luxury, and repoſe ? 


„ True greatneſs conſiſts in renouncing 
greatneſs itſelf. A man becomes a flave to 


it, when once he deſires it; he is above it, 


whenever he deſpiſes it. The primacy, or 


firſt place in humility, is the only one to 


which we are permitted to aſpire. To di/- 
pute with ſecular perſons which ſhould be the 


greateſt, is a thing very oppoſite to an eccle- 


ſiaſtical ſpirit. The only thing of which a 
Miniſter of Chriſt ought to be ambitious, is 


to be the laſt of all. Humility muſt not be 


an idle virtue, but a virtue uſeful to our 
neighbour; it places its chief glory, not only 


in being below all, but even in eving all, 


For true charity is humble, and true humility 
is s Charitable, 


(238 :) 


Upon the whole then; the faithfulneſs of 
a Preacher, conſiſts, in preaching nothing 
but what he has learned of Jeſus Chriſt, His 
chief care muſt be, not to render himſelf 
unworthy of having Chriſt preſent with 
him, in the exerciſe of his Miniſtry, His 
confidence is, to be perſuaded, that he can 


do nothing of himſelf---but that Chriſt can 


do all in him: that he is able, even of ſtones, 
to raiſe up children unto Abraham: that 
it belongs to him, to put his Law into the 
heart, and to perform whatever he has pro- 
miſed. Be then, therefore, with us always, 
O Lord, to be our light, our ſtrength, and 

our conſolation, Be with thy Church, to. be 
her ſtedfaſtneſs, her protection, and her holi- 
neſs, for ever. Amen. 


FINIS. 
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